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PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING       
3 November 2019 
Readings: Jeremiah 2:8; 13; 26—28; 3:4-5 Colossians 1:15-20 
 
 
This morning we continue with the prophet 
Jeremiah’s first message - his first “word 
from the Lord”. Earlier we’ve seen how 
Jeremiah was commissioned to go to those 
who’d strayed far from God. God’s people 
had become compromised in worship as 
they bowed before idols as well as the Living 
God. Their religion had become a farce - a 
false front - as true devotion was set aside 
for idol worship and justice set aside for 
personal gain. It’s into this context Jeremiah 
is sent with words to expose sin and call each sinner, and the nation, back to God. 
 
Last week we saw Jeremiah’s first message begin by a remembering back to the 
ideal. When Israel was rescued out of Egypt they were as devoted to God as a 
bride to her groom. As a betrothed has an exclusive love for her husband-to-be, so 
Israel had for the Living God. But O how things had changed. How far they’d 
strayed, even though there was no fault with God. His people had become as 
worthless as the idols they worshipped as they exchanged their Glory for deaf wood 
and dumb stone shaped into carved images. This is where left off last week and so 
this morning as we continue through Jeremiah 2 and 3 we’ll see three things -  
 
I. Clear Choice 
II. Critical Failure 
III. Crucial Motivation 
 
Along the way we’ll pick up some application and also see how this points to Christ. 
 
I. Clear Choice 
So, let’s start with our Clear Choice - Jeremiah 2:13 
 

My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living 
water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
Jeremiah 2:13 
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At their core God’s people had done two things wrong - badly wrong. They had 
turned their back on God and turned their face toward themselves. Let’s explore 
this verse a bit. What’s a cistern? What’s Jeremiah referring too here? Well, Israel 
was, and still is, located in hill country that drops down to plains and the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west, and down to the Dead Sea and the desert in the 
East. With a hot Mediterranean climate and seasonal rain, water management was 
a constant pressure in Israel. In Biblical days both wells and cisterns were 
important options. Wells were preferable because tapping into the underground 
water table water generally insured better water quality. Cisterns on the other hand 
were naturally occurring or man-made holes that collected water during the rains. 
Think modern day water tanks collecting run off from a roof. However, their hand 
dug cisterns were lined only with clay or limestone and prone to leak.  
 
So, imagine a stinking hot day and having a choice between fresh, cool spring 
water bubbling up or water from a hole in the ground that’d been sitting for months. 
Not only that, because of a leak what little water there is, is discoloured and silty. 
There’s no comparison is there? But this is what God’s people were choosing. 
They’re turning their backs on the living water, a spring cool, clear and refreshing - 
for discoloured, tepid and “with insect remains and hint of dead rat” water from hole 
in the ground. 
 
This is what’s it’s like when we turn from worship Christ alone to having anything 
else in his place. God is saying to us “Turn to me in prayer and worship, follow me 
and my ways and you will experience times of refreshing and health. However, if 
you continue to put anything before me when you look to drink you’ll draw only foul, 
muddy ooze. 
 
You see, it’s all about our turning. Some of us have turned away from God to “we 
know best”. Others of us have let some good thing creep up and take over in 
importance and priority, while Christ as slipped to merely an add on. But the Good 
News is God will not let us slip. By his generous invitation and his great patience, 
he calls us to turn back – to repent. This the call of God, the call back to his Father 
Heart and great love. 
 
II Critical Failure 
Now, after this Clear Choice we come to a Critical Failure. Now, what critical failure 
am I referring to? Well, it’s a failure of leadership. Twice God exposes prophets, 
priests and kings - key leaders - of failing to set an example and be God’s voice of 
repentance. More than this, the prophets, priests and kings were encouraging 
people to the turn from God and chase after idols. We see this twice exposed in 
Jeremiah’s message. Jeremiah 2:8 
 

The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the Lord? ’Those who deal with the law did not 
know me; the leaders rebelled against me. The prophets prophesied by Baal, 
following worthless idols. Jeremiah 2:8 
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Let’s look at each of the key leaders and what they are doing.  
 
a. Priests: Now a priest is called to lead people into God’s presence to worship. As 
our representative a priest stands between us and God, to intercede for us. Yet, in 
Jeremiah’s day the priests were failing. They had the law, with all the teaching 
about God and worship yet the priests had no knowledge of God. Worship had 
become an empty ritual and the Priests weren’t even aware God was missing. They 
weren’t asking, “Where is God in our worship?” but merely going through the 
motions.  
 
Now I trust you ask this question often. Where is God in our prayers and fellowship 
on Sunday mornings? Where is God in our singing and the preaching? Do you ask 
this? Not only do you ask I trust you answer, “Yes, God is in our midst when we 
worship”. 
 
b. Kings: Short and sweet - the leaders have rebelled against God. Now a king’s job 
was to know God’s ways and govern justly. When a king was crowned one of his 
first jobs was to hand copy the first five books of the Bible. Why? So that he would 
know God and his laws and so govern wisely. This hand written copy was to be his 
reference and guide. But the kings had not bothered and through ignorance and 
intent, rebelled against God and his ways. 
 
c. Prophets: Now a prophet’s job is to hear God’s words and speak God’s words. 
However, the kings and people tended to only listen to prophets who’s message 
that tickled their ears and justified their sins. This encouraged many false prophets 
who became skilled in pleasing the people instead of the Living God. Yes, many of 
Jeremiah’s contemporaries - instead of putting God’s finger on their sin and calling 
them back - were giving people the words and teaching of the idol Baal. Instead of 
denouncing idols many prophets were promoting idols. 
 
So, the priests were not seeking God nor interceding for God’s people. The king 
was governing as he saw fit and the prophets were promoting the words of an idol. 
 
How bad things has got is made clear in Jeremiah’s second reference to prophet’s 
priests and kings. 
 

As a thief is disgraced when he is caught, so the house of Israel is disgraced—  
they, their kings and their officials, their priests and their prophets. They say to 
wood, ‘You are my father, ’and to stone, ‘You gave me birth. ’They have turned 
their backs to me and not their faces. Jeremiah 2:26–27 
 

And we’re not surprised that as the prophets, priests and kings turned their backs 
on God - so did the people. This critical failure of leadership led to a straying of 
God’s people as they become as worthless as the idols they worshiped. 
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So, with a clear choice between God and idols but with this critical failure in 
leadership how can God’s people return to God? How can they leave their muddy 
cisterns and return to springs of living water? Well, this brings us to the Crucial 
Motivation that this passage reveals. 
 
III. Crucial Motivation 
Now, if we can tap into this motivation we will be protected from straying and can 
remain centered on Christ. When we understand and lean into this motivation, we 
can enjoy springs of living water. So, what is it it? Well, it’s tucked up amongst the 
doom and gloom of verse 19.  
 

Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then 
and realise how evil and bitter it is for you when you forsake the Lord your God 
and have no awe of me,” declares the Lord, the Lord Almighty. Jeremiah 2:19 

 
Now there’s a lot going on here. Notice the word “backsliding”. Now, there’s a word 
we don’t hear much anymore. I can remember when it was a lot more common and 
used to describe the dangerous state of a straying Christian. Someone who’s 
known the goodness of God but has turned their back on him and his mercy. 
 
But, it’s the last few spoken of verse 19 that show us the crucial motivation that can 
turn all our bad choices, and bad examples, around. It’s the word... “awe”. It’s 
because the people had no awe of God that they’ve strayed and slipped into 
compromise and sin. So, it’s a healthy awe of God that can keep our deceitful 
hearts from turning away from, and turning our backs on, Christ. 
 
So, we do well to pause and consider what we mean by “awe”. What is it? Awe is 
when we become aware of something so much bigger than us and more beautiful 
than we can imagine. It can be when we are out in the mountains and come across 
a vista of such grander that it takes our breath away - we stand in awe. Or it’s when 
we hold our first new born in our arms – and realise something so much bigger than 
us and more beautiful than we can imagine is cradled in our arms. It’s that’s time 
when we held the bread and the cup and for the first time caught a glimpse of how 
much bigger the cross is than us and how very beautiful our broken and scarred 
Saviour. 
 
Awe is closely akin to fear as used in the Bible. In fact, most of the time, when we 
read “fear of the Lord” we can replace it with “awe of the Lord” and we do well. 
Listen to Psalm 111:10 
 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have 
good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise. Psalm 111:10 
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To be in awe of God is the beginning of wisdom. Awe leads to an understanding - 
both heart felt and rock solid - that God and God alone deserves our praises. Psalm 
86:11–13 
 

Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided 
heart, that I may fear your name. I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my 
heart. Psalm 86:11-12a 

 
Notice how fear - awe of God - leads to an undivided heart. It is this awe of God 
that is our crucial motivation that keeps us true to the living God. 
 
IV. Take homes 
So. let’s pull this together with some take homes. What have we learnt and how can 
we apply it? 
 
a. Choose Wisely 
Well, every day set before us is a clear choice. Will we draw from the spring of 
living water or from our leaky cistern? Will we actively look to Christ or will we allow 
overselves to give in to the pull of our old nature, the world or the father of lies? 
Though we may feel safe in God’s kingdom let us all watch and be careful least our 
heart fixes on some new idol - a relationship, career, money or addiction. Let us not 
forsake the spring of living water for a cistern dug with our own hands, leaking and 
murky. 
 
b. Cultivate Awe 
Let us, instead, cultivate an attitude of awe - of wonder and stillness before the 
Living God. And how do we do this you ask? Well, one way is to turn our eyes to 
the true and better prophet, priest and king. Allow ourselves to linger in the wonder 
of Christ, who fulfills this threefold office. 
 
For Christ is the true and better prophet who not only speaks God’s Word but is 
God’s Word. John 5:24 
 

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 
John 5:24 

 
And John 6:63 
 

The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you 
are spirit and they are life. John 6:63 

 
Yes, we look to Christ who is the true and better prophet who has God’s Word - 
who is God’s word - for us. 
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And he is also the true and better priest - he who stands in the gap between 
heaven and earth and intercedes for us. 
 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:2 

 
And there. At the throne he does two things for us. He prays for us - he intercedes.  
 

Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for them. 26 Such a high priest meets our 
need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above 
the heavens. Hebrews 7:25–26 

 
Yes, our great High Priest intercedes for us at the right hand of his Heavenly 
Father, our Heavenly Father but he also reigns for he is the true and the better king. 
 
And when it comes to Christ’s reign as king it is very much a “now and not yet”. He 
has been raised from the dead and is at God’s right hand where he reigns in the 
here and now. He does this wherever his kingdom breaks through - in every life, 
every church, every movement where Jesus breaks through there he reigns. Very 
much in the here and now. But we, and all creation, also long for the consumption – 
the fullness - of his reign. For what we experience in part we will experience in all 
it’s fulness when Christ returns again.  
 

(For) God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9–11 

 
So, as we approach communion, we are reminded of two things. First of the clear 
choice before us. Many have been drinking from our own cisterns, leaky and 
muddy. We have strayed from being in awe of Christ to pushing him to the edges. 
As we come to the bread and the cup let us spend time in asking “Lord show me if 
I’ve pushed you aside. Show me how to repent and turn back to you”. And secondly 
in the bread and the wine let us recapture our sense of awe of the great price paid 
for us on the cross. As we take the bread and the cup let’s look with new eyes to 
our great and wonderful - true and better - Prophet, Priest and King.  
Let us pray. 
 


