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SING HIS PRAISE      
11 July 2021 
Readings: Psalm 96:1–4; Psalm 98:4-6; Exodus 15:1–3 & 20–21 
 
If I was to sum up Exodus in one brief 
sentence it would be “Rescued to Worship”. 
And this is exactly what we’ll see today. For, 
what’s the first thing God’s people do when 
pass though the Red Sea to safety? With a 
vast stretch of water between them and 
Pharaoh’s drowned and depleted army what 
do they do? They celebrate. How? By singing 
God’s praises. They are rescued so they 
worship. This is our focus for this morning 
so… 
 
Let’s pray 
 
Now, if you’ve been in church your whole life you may not realise how strange it is 
that when Christians get together, they love to… sing. I mean where in New 
Zealand today do ordinary, untrained people gather to sing? The national anthem at 
a netball or rugby test is one. What about happy birthday? I suppose the closest 
thing might be singing along at a concert - but even then, we go to be entertained 
by someone else not ourselves. It’s an unusual thing we do. 
 
A few Sundays ago, a father and young son were cycling past the church and 
noticed our full car park. The young lad put two and two together and asked his dad 
if they could pop in and see Santa. You see the last time he’d seen our carpark full 
was during Santa Land. So, in they came. The second service had just started, and 
Mervyn welcomed them in. Then father and son sat in the back during the first 
bracket of songs. Now they left when the children went out, but I wonder what they 
thought. Assuming they hardly went to church - maybe never went to church - I 
wonder what they made of our singing together? Not so much if we were on key 
and the like, but that we choose to spend our Sunday morning’s singing. They were 
out cycling - father and son time -we were in here singing. What an unusual thing 
we do. 
 
But you see, singing speaks to the heart of God, it reveals the heart of God abd it 
opens us to the heart of God. Did you know that the Bible tells us there was singing 
in very beginning, at creation? God asks Job, “Where were you… 
 

…while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?” Job 
38:7 
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And how was Jesus’ birth announced? 
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God… “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” Luke 2:13-14 

 
And just as there was singing when Christ first came so there will be singing when 
he comes again. Revelation 15:2 
 

And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside 
the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over 
the number of his name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song 
of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb. Revelation 15:2–3 

 
And in the in-between time - between Christ’s first and second coming what do we 
do as God’s people? Well, as Colossians 3:16 instructs we… 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in (us) richly, teaching and admonishing one another 
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness 
in (our) hearts to God. Colossians 3:16 

As God’s people we hear the words of Christ, and as a response we sing to Jesus 
and our Heavenly Father psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. We are rescued to 
worship 
 
But where did it all begin? When in the Bible do we first hear God’s people singing 
together. Well, it’s in Exodus 15. This morning, after a brief recap, we’re going to 
see three things about those who are rescued: 
 
I. The Rescued Sing 
II. The Rescued Sing About Their Rescue 
III. The Rescued Sing to Their Rescuer 
 
Then we’ll tie things together with some take homes. 
 
So, what do the rescued do? We sing. What do we sing about? We sing about our 
rescue: Who do we sing to? We sing to the one who rescued us. 
 
First a recap… 
 
I. The Rescued Sing 
Having left the land of Egypt the Israelites quickly find themselves trapped. They 
thought they’d escaped but in front of them is the Red Sea while behind them 
Pharaoh’s army is closing in. However, God instructs Moses to stretch his staff out 
over the water and when he does God parts the water, separates the sea, so the 
Israelites can walk across on dry land. Then when the Israelites are safely on the 
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other side the water comes crashing down upon the pursuing Egyptians and they 
drown. So, finally… finally God’s people are safe. Finally, no more whips lashing 
their backs and no more toiling under the harsh sun. Finally, God’s people are free. 
So, what do they do? Exodus 15:1 
 

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying,  
!I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he 
has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father"s God, and 
I will exalt him.”  Exodus 15:1–2 

 
God’s people sing. And they can’t help themselves. In fact, they can’t stop 
themselves for after Moses’ song they sing some more, and even dance. Verse 20 
 

Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, 
and all the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. And Miriam 
sang to them, !Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and 
his rider he has thrown into the sea.” Exodus 15:20–21 

 
Without a doubt, rescued people sing. It’s a natural response of those who are 
saved. Out of joy and gratitude we lift our voices in song. Whether we can sing in 
tune or not, off key or on, those whom God rescues sing. Now not all of us can hold 
a tune. So, many a vocally challenged Christian has been encouraged by Psalm 
98:4 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord! Psalm 98:4a 
 
If the line had read, “Make tuneful noise to the Lord”, some of us would be in big 
trouble! But it doesn’t. In fact, this “Make a joyful noise” is repeated five times in the 
Bible so there’s no wriggle room for those who can’t hold a tune. A joyful noise to 
the Lord from a grateful heart is most pleasing to our Heavenly Father. 
 
So rescued people sing. And we sing with joy and thankfulness. But what do we 
sing about?… As we see in Moses’ song we sing about our rescue 
 
II. The Rescued Sing About Their Rescue 
Look at verses 4-6 
 

Pharaoh"s chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers 
were sunk in the Red Sea. The floods covered them; they went down into the 
depths like a stone. Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, your right hand, 
O Lord, shatters the enemy. Exodus 15:4–6 
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“You O Lord have defeated our enemies. We couldn’t lift a finger to save ourselves 
from the sea or from Pharaoh. You did it all and so we sing.” It is similar for us. 
Through Christs work on the cross, our enemies - the trifecta of Satan, sin and 
death - have been defeated. Christ did it. Not us. We can’t lift a finger to save 
ourselves. God did it all, so we rejoice with singing. 
 
Now in this song there is a past, present and future to this rescue. For the Israelites 
it’s an immediate past. They’ve just been rescued from slavery, so they sing of this 
rescue. But even centuries later they still sing of this past event. There a number of 
Psalms referring back to their rescue still being sung today. 
 
But there are present implications as well. Verse 14 
 

The peoples have heard; they tremble; pangs have seized the inhabitants of 
Philistia. Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; trembling seizes the leaders of 
Moab; all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. Exodus 15:14–15 

 
The present reality is that other enemies, the nations of Moab, Edom and others, 
have heard of this rescue and tremble. Why? Because they too will be defeated by 
God. There is a present reality to their rescue. We also sing of our present reality of 
rescue. We don’t just sing of Christ’s work on the cross and when we first came to 
know Jesus. We sing of the benefits we experience now. What benefits are these? 
Well, because we are rescued, we are also adopted as dearly loved children by 
God. So, we sing. God listens to us, cares for us, provides for us, heals us, guides 
us and loves us - and so we sing. We have an open door to this Living God through 
prayer and his Word - and so we sing. I could go on. These are present realities of 
our rescue that we celebrate in song. 
 
And just as there are past and present realities to our rescue so there are future 
realities to celebrate. Notice how the Moses finishes his song. Verse 17… 
 

You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, the place, O Lord, 
which you have made for your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands 
have established. The Lord will reign forever and ever. Exodus 15:17–18 

 
Here Moses is singing of the future of those just rescued. God has a wonderful plan 
that involves settling them in the Promised Land - broad, spacious and productive. 
A land flowing with milk and honey. A land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Though it isn’t theirs yet - they sing and celebrate what will be theirs. Not only is the 
land wonderful but God will be dwell amongst them in a special way. God will dwell 
with them now while they’re on the move and continue to dwell with them in his 
sanctuary - his abode. Now this is amazing but there’s even more. Not only will they 
receive the Promised land, not only will God dwell with them but God will also reign 
over them. and not just over them but all the nations, over all the earth over all 
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creation. And this even more this will be on this side of eternity and the next. 
Forever more without end. 
 
And in similar way we sing. We may be a dark place - a desert place - but we sing 
of when God’s abundance will flow again. We sing of God’s presence in our lives 
and in our midst. And as individuals and as a church we sing that this presence of 
God will only grow deeper and more real and never leave us. And on top of this we 
sing of how God reigns now and in all his glory when Christ returns again.  
You see, not only do the rescued sing of our rescue but we sing of the past, present 
and future reality of this rescue. But who do we sing too? This brings us to our third 
focus… 
 
III. The Rescued Sing To Their Rescuer 
Now this needs qualifying. When we sing, we do sing to others - three others - as 
well as God. We proclaim to these others while we adore our Heavenly Father. 
Let’s go back to the beginning of Moses song again. Verse 1 
 
!I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he 
has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father"s God, and 
I will exalt him.”  Exodus 15:1-2 
 

“I will sing” means we speak or sing to ourselves. “I will declare God’s goodness. 
No matter how I feel. No matter what’s going on in my life I will sing his praise”. 
Now this is secondary but it’s important. We are intentional. We remind ourselves 
that we are not just going through motions, are not just singing because it makes us 
feel good or everyone else is doing it.  No. “I will sing. I will praise. I will worship - 
from the heart with joy”. We sing to ourselves. 
 
We also sing to fellow Christians. Every Sunday, including today, there are people 
in church who’re struggling. They’re dealing with difficulties, cares and troubles or 
wrestling with doubts about God. Some are physically ill or mentally troubled. Some 
are grappling with grieve or loss. And then they come to church and people around 
them - the rescued - sing these wonderful songs to our rescuer. And guess what? 
They are encouraged, they’re uplifted, they’re transformed. Never underestimate 
the power of a traditional hymn or a modern song to bless the person next to you or 
even yourself. So, we sing for joy from the heart not just for ourselves but for those 
sitting next to us. 
Not only do we sing to ourselves, and other Christians but also for non-Christians. 
Remember the father and son who called into church a couple of Sundays ago. 
Maybe today we have some visitors who don’t know Jesus yet. When the rescued 
sing to our rescuer about our rescue with joy and thankfulness we are sharing 
Jesus in a powerful, life transforming way. 
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But all this is secondary. Singing to ourselves, other believers and non-believers is 
important but pales in comparison to singing to our rescuer... Verse 6 
 

Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, your right hand, O Lord, shatters the 
enemy. In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries. 
Exodus 15:6–7 

 
We sing to firstly to our Heavenly Father. And notice it’s personal. !Your”, !your” 
and !you”. “I will praise you for you are my God”. Personal, from the heart with 
gratitude. This is worship that pleases our Heavenly Father and touches his Father 
Heart.  
 
IV Take Homes 
So, what are some implications of all this?  What are our take homes? Three 
things:  
 
a. Participate 
First of all, an encouragement to participate. When you’re with a group of Christians 
who sing, join in. With joy and from the heart - even if you can’t hold a tune. Work at 
making a joyful noise to the Lord. Be intentional. We’ve all slipped into the familiar, 
the “go through the motions”, the “wonder what I’ve just sung” mode. But pause, 
consider our rescue and who we singing to and make the words personal. 
 
Another thing is to take advantage of the excellent and diverse Christian music 
that’s available. Dust off and play your worship CD’s. Create a playlist of songs or 
use some else’s if you stream music. Use this praise music in your devotional 
times. Play Christian music around the home, in the car or when you’re walking and 
excising. Choose music that lifts your heart and draws you closer to God. Also be 
discerning. Not all Christian music is created equal. Look for songs that talk about 
our rescue, with benefits past, present or future and has a clear focus on our 
Heavenly Father or Christ. Not every song has to have all the components we’ve 
discussed today but avoid songs that all fluff and no content. 
 
b. Musical gifting 
Secondly, some here have musical talents, either with instrument or voice. Have 
you thought about putting your hand up and joining the music ministry? Now there"s 
a qualification here. Though we in the pews are expected to make a joyful noise the 
bar for music ministry is higher. They’re expected to make a tuneful noise - not 
perfect but tuneful. We have wonderful musicians at both services. We probably 
don’t thank you enough for what you do and how much we are blessed by your 
service to God. And the doors are open for those who can make a tuneful noise. 
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c. Worship is more than singing 
Thirdly, our final take home for today. It’s a big picture take home. Worship is more 
than singing. Often when we think of worship, we think of singing only. However, 
worship involves much more. On Sunday the prayers, the preaching and fellowship 
are all acts of worship. Then there’s how we live our lives Monday through 
Saturday. Though singing was the first thing the Israelites did after their rescue it 
was not the only thing. We need to expand our understanding and stretch our 
imagination when it comes to what worship that pleases God really looks like. 
 
And this brings us to communion. I’ll ask the musicians to come to the front and 
we’re going to have a time of singing. Why? Well, that’s what rescued people do. 
We sing. What will we sing of? Of our rescue and what that means in our past - “My 
life was a mess but now it’s on track. it was aimless but now has purpose”. What it 
means now - “God you are my comfort. You are the reason I get out of bed every 
morning”. And what it means in the future - “We will be with you in eternity where ou 
will wipe every tear from every eye”. And though we sing to ourselves, believers 
and those who don’t yet know God yet - most of all we sing to our Great and Mighty 
Rescuer - Christ Jesus who died for us and our most wonderful Heavenly Father. 
 
Let’s pray 


