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GOD’S SEAL OF AFFECTION      
31st May 2020 
Readings: Acts 2:1-13; Ephesians 1:13-14 
 
No matter how perfect a gift, unless you know how 
to use it can be a disaster. Take a look at this video 
clip of a daughter asking her father about his new 
gift - the language is German but there are 
subtitles. 
 
Show video clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhGUZ5Vk0As 
 
Did you see the look on the daughter’s face as her dad used the brand new iPad as 
chopping board - and then when he rinsed and put it in the dish washer! You see, 
no matter how perfect the gift, its wasted if the user doesn’t know how to use it. 
 
And it’s exactly the same with us. Ephesians 1:3 tells us that we’ve been given 
amazing gifts - every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms. However, left to us 
we’ll waste, if not destroy them – just like the dad who put the iPad in the dish 
washer.  
 
Or take Tobin, our 7-month-old Lab. Now if you give him a toy he’ll chew and chew 
until it’s shredded - it’s his instinct. We thought rope toys were safe – but not at all! 
And in a similar way sin is so ingrained in us it’s our instinct to twist or destroy every 
good gift from the hand of God.  
 
It’s almost better for God to keep his gifts to himself rather than to have us destroy 
them. But no - our Heavenly Father has a plan. And this plan for us to use his gifts 
wisely and well, is all to do with the third blessing from the heavenly realms. Now, 
what were the first two? Well, all those who believe in Christ are adopted as 
children of God - blessing one. And all those who look to Jesus are redeemed, 
rescued from the power of sin and death - blessing two. And it’s the third blessing - 
the seal of the Holy Spirit - that enables us to understand and enjoy God’s gifts 
without destroying them. 
 
Let’s pray 
 
Let’s dive into our Ephesians passage at chapter 1, verse 13 
 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:13 
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Clear isn’t it? The third blessing from the heavenly realms is the seal of the Holy 
Spirit. Let’s open up the passage to see what this blessing’s all about. 
 
I. The Holy Spirit was Promised 
First, the seal of the Holy Spirit was not an after thought but something long 
promised. God didn’t think, “Ahhh… now that Jesus’ back here at my right hand 
what shall we so…? I know. Holy Spirit, can you pop down and help out those new 
believers?” No, the sending of the Holy Spirit was always part of God’s “A" Plan.  
 
We see this in a number of Old Testament passages written hundreds of years 
before Paul wrote this letter. Let’s start with Ezekiel 36:26, such a vital passage for 
understanding the role of the Holy Spirit. 
 

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and 
move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Ezekiel 36:26–
27 

 
This passage accurately sums up our problem and God’s solution. The reason why 
it’s impossible for us enjoy God’s blessings without twisting and destroying them is 
because we’ve hearts of stone. Our inner core is gripped - strangled - by sin. What 
should be soft toward God is hard, callous and unresponsive. So much so that the 
only option is radical surgery - a heart transplant. Here, the prophet is looking 
ahead - longing for the time when our hearts of stone would be become healthy, 
fully functional, hearts of flesh. How does this work?  Well, God puts his very own 
Spirit in us. A part of God himself - in us! And this Spirit transforms our hard hearts 
and moves us to do the right thing - to understand and enjoy the blessings of God. 
And this indwelling of the Holy Spirit is an absolute game changer. God’s Spirit in 
us, to transform and move us to please him. Why? Because in our own strength it’s 
never gonna happen. 
 
And, we alsosee this promise of the Holy Spirit in other Old Testament passages, 
including Joel 2:28 
 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  
your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my 
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. Joel 2:28–
29 

 
Notice this promise is to all people is not just to a king or a high priest or the 
privileged, but to sons and daughters, young and old, even the marginalised - the 
servants. All those who look too God will receive the promise of the Holy Spirit. 
 
And even in Christ’s last words recorded in Luke’s Gospel we see this this promise. 
Luke 24:29…  
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“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” Luke 24:49 

 
What Jesus is saying is the promise that generations have been longing for is but 
days away. And as we know ten days after Jesus ascended to heaven the promise 
finally came. And wow - did it come! Acts 2:1-4 
 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit… Acts 2:1–4a 

 
Hearts of stone transformed into hearts of flesh as God put his Spirit within these 
first Christ followers. Pentecost - the day everything changed for those look to God. 
How? The Holy Spirit dwells in all those who look to Christ. The Holy Spirit who 
transforms and teaches us to enjoy, and not destroy, God’s blessings. And this 
promised Holy Spirit who now dwells in us is also a seal for us. 
 
II. The Holy Spirit is a Seal 
Now, we’re not taking about a seal that stops a leak, but a wax seal used on 
documents. We don’t see these often, though there are exceptions. My son, 
Michael, sent an email during lockdown with his newly awarded degree. And there 
at the bottom of the document next to the official signatures was the university’s 
seal. Sadly, his graduation was a casualty of the lockdown with Judy and I having 
to cancel flights and like. Still, it was awesome to see his hard-earned qualification 
authenticated by the wax seal. So, being sealed by the Holy Spirit authenticates us 
as genuine believers. When we have the Holy Spirit we aren’t pretending, we aren’t 
imposters. We’re the genuine deal -a child God rescued from slavery. 
 
A seal also indicates a completed transaction. Even today legal documents are 
stamped with an official seal to signify the transaction is finished and final. Christ’s 
work on the cross is exactly this - finished and final. Our debts are cleared. We’ve 
been set free. That we have the Holy Spirit confirms the transaction at the cross is 
completed. 
 
A seal also indicates security and protection. Remember the soldiers guarding 
Jesus’ tomb? They rolled a stone over the entrance and then added a seal. The 
seal would have been a soft, moldable substance, probably clay, imprinted with the 
Roman imperial seal. It would have been attached to the stone with a rope. 
Breaking the seal would incur the Empire’s wrath. So, having the Holy Spirit 
signifies we belong God, and are safe and protected by him. You mess with a child 
of God and it’s not the Roman empire you have to deal with, but the God of the 
universe! 
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And finally, a seal acts as a guarantee. A seal signifies the a personal pledge. If you 
receive a legal document with a bank’s seal on it you can be certain that the money 
it says is coming will be put in your account. But - here’s a question. If the Holy 
Spirit is a guarantee what’s being promised? What are we anticipating that’s so 
important that God himself is the guarantee? The answer is in verse 14 where we 
see… 
 
III. The Holy Spirit is our Guarantee 
 

… promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 
Ephesians 1:13b–14 

 
The Holy Spirit is guaranteeing our inheritance. And it must be an important 
inheritance for Paul uses two examples - a seal which is a personal pledge and 
deposit - a foretaste of what’s to come. 
 
And we understand how deposits work.  We sign a contract for house and we take 
possession in six weeks but the contract stipulates a deposit - say 10% . This 10% 
guarantees the rest is coming. This partial amount is paid up front with the 
substantial balance - 90% - to follow. 
 
And this is the key for understanding the Holy Spirit - he is the promise of more to 
come. Remember the other two blessings - adopted as children and rescued from 
sin and death? Although we experience them now, there’s more to come. We only 
experience in part now but in a much deeper, fuller and richer way in the future. 
 
And if we think about it, it must be so. Take redemption. Redemption means 
rescued from sin and death. And this is absolutely true, but it’s partial. For we still 
wrestle with sin in our lives. Sin’s domination is broken but we’re not completely 
free, yet. But one day we’ll be absolutely free. And the Holy Spirit is our guarantee. 
And what about death? Though death has no hold on us one day, well… we’ll all 
die. But the Holy Spirit dwelling in us now is our guarantee that death is not the final 
word, that we’ll be raised to eternal life. 
 
Let me put like this. Receiving the Holy Spirit is like receiving an engagement ring. 
As soon as an engagement ring goes on a finger the relationship changes - straight 
away. And it’s great. But it’s temporary because it is a promise of a much deeper, 
more special relationship to come. Likewise, when we receive the Holy Spirit our 
relationship with God changes, big time for the better. However, this is only 
temporary. Not that the relationship will end, but that it will be O so much better on 
the wedding day, the banquet feast of the Lamb.  
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Now there’s much more to the Holy Spirit to being a seal - but this is the focus of 
this passage. Not only to know, but to rejoice in and lean into. For you are God’s 
dearly loved child. For you were rescued from sin and death. And the Holy Spirit not 
only makes this real to us but guarantees there’s more to come. 
 
But some of you might be thinking, “This is all well and good but I’m not sure if I 
have the Holy Spirit. Look at Pentecost with the speaking in tongues and all that 
stuff. I’ve none of that.”  
 
And this is an important question. A number of church folk wonder if they have the 
Holy Spirit - especially in light of the book of Acts and what our Pentecostal friends 
tell us. Well, let me reassure you of this - if you’re a Christian you have the Holy 
Spirit. It’s a done deal. Let me show where it says this in the Bible - two verses. 
Romans 10:9 
 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9 

 
Notice conversion is a “head” and a “heart” thing - believe in your heart that Jesus 
was raised on that first Easter Sunday and then - get your brain to engage your 
mouth and confess Jesus is your Lord. Have you done this - believed in your heart 
and confessed - asked - Jesus to be your Lord? Well if you have, you’re saved. 
Great News! If you haven’t the Good News is you can, and you now know how. 
Believe God raised Jesus from the dead and confess him as your Lord.  
 
Now it’s this confessing that assures us of the Holy Spirit is in us. Listen to 1 
Corinthians 12:3 
 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:3 
 
See the connection? If you’ve confessed Jesus is Lord, you could’ve only done this 
if you have the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now, a lot more can be said about having the Holy Spirit and having the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit but that’s for another day. For now, be assured that if you’re a 
Christian you have the seal of the Holy Spirit in you. 
 
So, let’s pull this together. What’ve we learnt? We’ve seen the third spiritual 
blessing from the heavenly realms is the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit. Now this was 
promised. Promised long ago, and because of the Holy Spirit we know how to use 
God’s gifts and not wreck them - remember the iPad in the dish washer! That was 
us before the Holy Spirit. Next we saw that the Holy Spirit is a seal guaranteeing 
these blessings are ours now but also hinting there’s more come. And this is 
confirmed in in our final learning where we saw the Holy Spirit as a deposit 
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guaranteeing a much bigger and deeper and more wonderful experience of God’s 
goodness and great love. 
 
The seal of the Holy Spirit - what a gift, what a wonder, what a delight. Let’s pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


