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SLAVES NO MORE      
10th May 2020 
Readings: Psalm 103:8-14; Ephesians 1:3-8 
 
 
You don’t need me to tell you that we all mess up. None of 
us are perfect. So, to forgive and be forgiven are genuine 
human needs. However, not everyone has access to the 
deep forgiveness that brings the healing and wholeness 
we long for. On time a well-known humanist1, was in a TV 
debate with a Christian when she made this admission. 
She said, “What I envy most about you Christians is your 
forgiveness.” Then she added, rather sadly, “I have no one 
to forgive me.” 
 
Today, in our journey through Ephesians three powerful 
elements come together that will transform your walk with God. These three dovetail in so 
we can experience the deepest of forgiveness lavished upon us by our Heavenly Father. 
 
Let’s pray 
 
Now, Paul begins his letter with this amazing claim. Ephesians 1:3 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. Ephesians 1:3 

 
Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms! What a claim! And Paul’s so keen to 
describe these spiritual blessings that he writes one long, long sentence describing the top 
three. Last week we looked at the first blessing. Verse 5… 
 

(We are) adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:5 
 
Adopted as sons and daughters. God Almighty, Creator of all things, has opened up his 
family to you and I, and says “Call me Papa, call me Father, call me Dad”.  
 
And, so today we’re going to explore the second spiritual blessing , which is found in verse 
7… 
 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. Ephesians 1:7–8 

 
Now, there are three elements to this blessing and a fourth.  
 
 
 

 
1 Marghanita Laski, 
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I. Redemption 
II. The Blood of Christ 
III. Forgiveness 
 
And all this is lavished on us by our Heavenly Father.  
 
So, let’s unpack this so we can better understand, and better experience, this awesome 
spiritual blessing. 
 
I. Redemption 
First of all, redemption. Now redemption is one of those big church words that gets 
bandied around. But for many it’s all a bit fuzzy. So, what does redemption actually mean. 
Well, the word “redemption” had two common meanings in Bible days that are still helpful 
today. 
 
The first meaning was to purchase a slave from a market. Think about buying from car 
sales yard. You go in with an idea of the model you want. The salesman shows you 
around. You open the hood and have look at the engine. You consider your budget and 
the warrantee and make a purchase. In New Testament days it was similar with slaves. 
You’d go to a slave market with many slaves on display. Often the salves were naked so 
you could see if there were any defects - a bit like checking under the hood. There was 
generally a 6-month warrantee where you could return the slave if there were any defects 
not noted at the point of sale. So, you’d consider your budget and then redeem your slave 
- you purchase him or her. 
 
We see this idea in 1 Corinthians 7:23 
 

You were bought (redeemed) at a price; do not become slaves of men. 1 Corinthians 
7:23 

 
Our English word “brought” is the word “redeemed” - brought from a slave market. Also, in 
Revelation the heavenly creatures worship Jesus with these words… Revelation 5:9 
 

You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and 
with your blood you purchased (redeemed) men for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation. Revelation 5:9 

 
Yes, we were slaves but have been redeemed - purchased - for God. We’ve changed 
hands. Our ownership papers used to read: This slave is owned by sin and death. Now it 
reads: This slave is owned by The Lord Almighty.  
 
Now slave owners in Biblical days could and did set slaves free from time to time and we 
see this in the second meaning of redemption which is to set free by paying a ransom. 
 
Ever, since Adam and Eve rebelled against God in the garden, we’ve been captive to sin 
and death. But on the cross Christ paid the ransom to set us free. Listen to his words in 
Mark 10:45 
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For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many. Mark 10:45 
 

Christ has paid our ransom. We’ve been released from captivity. We’ve been redeemed. 
 
So, these are the two aspects of the word redemption:  
 
a. Purchased from slavery 
b. Ransomed from captivity 
 
I like the way 1 Peter 1:18 puts it 
 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers. 1 Peter 
1:18 

 
Before, we were enslaved to an empty way of life. But now we’ve been purchased and 
ransomed and set free… But at what price? 
 
Well, a healthy male slave might fetch 500 denarii in Rome. That’s about a year and half’s 
wages for a labourer. But what was the price paid for you and I? 
 
II. The Blood of Christ 
Well, Ephesians 1:7 makes it clear, as does 1 Peter 1:19 - let me read from verse 18… 
 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 1 Peter 1:18–19 

 
Not 500 denarii, not a couple of years wages but we were purchased, we were ransomed, 
by the blood of Jesus. And the Gospel of John 19:32 tells how it happened… 
 

The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified 
with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he 
was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced 
Jesus ’side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. John 19:32–34 

 
Christ died of a ruptured heart and as the blood pooled in his chest cavity it congealed into 
red blood cells and plasma. Pieced by soldiers spear the chest cavity released its 
continents and his blood was spilled, falling to the foot of the cross… 
 
But, why blood? What pay for us by blood? What’s wrong with silver or gold or some might 
act of bravery. Well the blood represents Christ’s life.  
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Listen to the Law God gave Moses and his people. Leviticus 17:11 
 

For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement 
for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life. Leviticus 
17:11 

 
The life a creature is in its blood. Now, Before Christ it was the blood of animals, now it is 
his blood - the blood of God’s own Son. 
 
For, we all stand before God’s judgment seat guilty of sin of which punishment is death. 
Romans 6:23… 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift (of his blood) of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 

 
Instead of paying with our life, we are set free by the Christ’s life. Jesus died in our place 
as our substitute.  
 
But there’s more. You see, Christ’s blood doesn’t only lead to eternal life but also directly 
to forgiveness. We are redeemed out of slavery, out of captivity, by his blood so we can be 
forgiven. Let’s unpack this third element of our spiritual blessing. 
 
III. Forgiveness 
Now, God decreed that there is no forgiveness without the shedding of blood. Hebrews 
9:22 spells it out… 
 

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. Hebrews 9:22 

 
You see, before Christ the only way to forgiveness was through the shedding of animal 
blood. But these rituals were only a shadow pointing to what would ultimately come - the 
blood of Christ, shed for you and me. 
 
And in the original language the word “forgiveness” used in here Ephesians means “to put 
away”. It was commonly used in Bible days for when legal charges were discharged or 
dropped - the charges were “put away”. It was also used to describe a dept paid off or 
canceled - the debt was “put way”. So, there’s a real sense that when we’re forgiven our 
sins are “put away” by God. 
 
This is seen in one special annual sacrifice. Once a year the High Priest would select two 
goats without blemish. One would be sacrificed, and his blood shed on the altar. The 
other, was called the scape goat. The priest would lay hands on its head symbolising the 
transfer of the nation’s sins onto the goat. The scape goat would then be led out of the city 
released into the wilderness. The sins of Israel would be put away and the people 
forgiven. This was a dramatic symbol of how God puts away our sin. Indeed, Jesus is the 
true and better scape goat who takes away our sins. 
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And there’s some lovely Old Testament passages that bring out this “putting away” of our 
sins. Psalm 103:12 
 

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
Ps 103:12 

 
 
Now, we are talking about a straight line here. If you head east and some else heads west 
in a straight line - you will never meet. God does this with our sins. We go this way, God 
takes our sins and throws them the other way, never to meet again. And notice it’s not us 
who remove our sins. That’s impossible. God removes sin, in Christ. Jesus’ death has 
removed all our sin, forever - never to be seen or remembered again. Did you know that 
God has selective memory loss and he chooses to forget our sin? 
 
Listen to how Micah 7:19 puts it. Looking to when Jesus would come the prophet writes… 
 

You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our 
iniquities into the depths of the sea. Micah 7:19 

  
Again, it’s not us who does the tramping on and hurling away of sin - but Christ. And this 
time our sins are hurled into the depths of the sea. And of course, in Bible days once 
something sunk below 10 or 20m it was gone forever!  
  
Corrie ten Boom has a wonderful insight into “putting away” our sin. During the Second 
World War Corrie ten Boom’s family were interned in a concentration camp for hiding 
Jews. Her father died, as did her sister. Due to a clerical error she was released just be for 
her due death but… Oh how she suffered. After the war she wrote and became a popular 
speaker. Just three years after wars end, she found herself speaking in a church in 
Munich. She encouraged those gathered to accept God’s forgiveness for the atrocities 
committed by Germany and her people.  "When we confess our sins," she said, "God 
casts them into the deepest ocean, gone forever. And even though I cannot find a 
Scripture for it, I believe God then places a sign out there that says, NO FISHING 
ALLOWED." 
 
“No fishing allowed” - when God forgives, he forgets. Now, we can and must take 
important learnings from when we mess up. But when it comes to punishment for the 
offence Christ has it covered - by his blood - and we need not be racked by guilt. 
 
Now, let’s pull this together. What have we seen this morning? Well the second of three 
wonderful blessings is all about forgiveness. Last week we saw the first was all about 
being adopted as sons and daughters. This second is all about being forgiven. 
 
How? Well, first we’re redeemed. We’re purchased from slavery and under new 
ownership. Sin and death have no legal status over us. We are slaves no longer. Not only 
this but Christ paid the ransom, so we’re set free from sin and death. We are captives no 
longer 
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Then we looked at the price. And the price paid was “not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold” but with the precious blood of Jesus. One life paid for many - gladly paid on 
Calvary by his blood. 
 
And finally, we’ve seen that this blood not only set us free but also brought forgiveness. 
Our sins are now “put away” as far as the east is from the west and hurled into darkest 
depths of the deepest ocean… And all this is lavished on us. For God is not stingy - he 
gives us his all - even his dear Son to ransom, heal and forgive. Why? For his glory and to 
save us from the empty way of live we lived before Christ reached down and grabbed hold 
of us. Yes, Christ cracks open our empty way of live and fills it with forgiveness and life 
everlasting. Indeed, this is a most amazing blessing! Let’s Pray2 

 
2 Joel’s testimony finished the video and podcast version of this sermon  


