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BROKEN DOWN EVERY WALL       
2nd August 2020 
Readings: Matthew 26:26-29; Ephesians 2:11-17 
Folder: Divided we fall 
 
What’s the difference between a 
freedom fighter and a terrorist? You see, 
in Jesus’ day some Jews were 
determined to rid Israel of the hated 
Roman occupiers. They were called 
Zealots. Not only was there great 
hostility between these Zealots and the 
Romans but also with any Jew 
supporting the occupation. In fact, in the 
lead up to the successful rebellion in 
67AD some Zealots formed a society of 
assassins who’d target Jews supporting the occupation. Now, given this hostility, 
what was Jesus thinking when he chose Simon the Zealot and Matthew the tax 
collector to be part of his inner circle, as part of the twelve? I mean when it comes 
to levels of hatred, we’re talking 10 out of 10. In fact, you couldn’t have got greater 
hostility in the same room than a Zealot freedom fighter and Jewish tax collector. 
So, what was our Lord thinking when he called these two adversaries, not only to 
follow him but also live communally with Jesus and each other 24/7? 
 
Well, it’s because reconciliation is at the core of Christ’s mission. Not just 
reconciling us to God but reconciling us to each other. Jesus came so those who 
could never get along, could now live in peace. Jesus came so, those who 
previously hated each other, people like Simon the Zealot and Matthew the tax 
collector, would now become brothers, united in Christ. And when this happens we 
see the power of God on display. When critics say, “The Gospel is a spent force, it 
is of yesteryear, what good is it anyway?” We can point to those who used to hate 
each other now getting along - now brothers and sisters. And doesn’t the world 
crave this? Enemies reconciled. Hatred replaced by peace. What an attractive 
witness to the power of God! 
 
And this is what we’re going to explore this morning as we open up the second half 
of Ephesians 2. The first half was all about being reconciled with God, while this 
second half is all about being reconciled with each other. 
 
We’ll open up the passage by asking three questions: 
 
I. Why do we need to be reconciled? 
II. What’s God’s solution? 
III. How did God bring this about? 
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Let’s pray 
 
I. Why do we need to be reconciled? 
What’s the problem? Well, it’s twofold: because of separation and hatred.  
 
a. Separation 
Ephesians 2:11 talks of our separation, our alienation, from God’s people. 
 

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands - remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel Ephesians 2:11–12 

 
Two things here. First we were separated from Christ - now this was dealt with in 
the last couple of messages. But we also see here how we were alienated from 
God’s people. There was a division between the Jews and everyone else – and that 
everyone else includes us.  
 
Now, Paul is using the word circumcision as a label for Jewish folk. Even today how 
do we know if someone is a Jew or not? Well, there’re three markers? The first 
marker is the food laws, like don’t eat pork. The second is Sabbath keeping, like no 
work on Saturdays. The third marker is circumcision, for males only. And it was this 
last marker, circumcision, that was widely used by the Jews to identify who was 
included and who was excluded from God’s people.  
 
Now, that the Jews to use the term “uncircumcised” to describe everyone who was 
excluded from God’s people is both accurate and neutral – it’s a statement of fact. 
However, the Jews had turned this neutral term into a derogatory term - into a 
sneer, into an insult. It became a way of looking down on others and treating them 
with contempt. And as nobody likes to be looked down on, a growing hatred 
developed between the circumcised and uncircumcised. But I get ahead of myself. 
Let’s look at what this separation between Jew and Gentile meant for us… verse 12 
 

Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. Ephesians 2:12 

 
Verse 12 says not only were we separated from God’s people but also from the 
covenants of promise. You see, the Jews had the law given by Moses and a series 
of legal agreements called covenants where God pledged to be with his people and 
never leave them. These covenants had promises of blessings and pointed to the 
coming of a Messiah. A Messiah who would usher in God’s kingdom for God’s 
people. But we Gentles had none of this. This is why verse 12 ends describing us 
being without hope and without God in this world. Talk about discouraging! And it 
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doesn’t get any better because not only were we separated from God’s people but 
there was hostility between us. 
 
b. Hostility 
Now the word hostility appears twice in verses 14 and 17 and just means hatred.  
I’ve already alluded to where this hatred came from and it should never have been. 
For the law of Moses and covenants make it clear that the Jews, God’s people, 
where to be God’s representatives to the nations and a light to the Gentiles. Not 
only that but all peoples would come and worship at God’s temple. But in all this 
Israel failed. As I mentioned before, they used these privileges as a way of looking 
down on others 
 
Now verses 15 and 16 refer directly to this hostility and in particular vs 15 
references “the dividing wall of hostility” And in the temple there was a literal wall. It 
was a wall separating a court where only Gentiles were allowed – an outer court - 
from two inner courts where only Jews were allowed. On this dividing wall were 
signs written not in Hebrew but in Greek - the Gentile language - warning that if any 
Gentile entered an inner court they would be punished by death. 
 
We see this this hostility playing out in Acts 21. Paul had returned to Jerusalem 
from Ephesus. Now some Jews had seen him with some Gentile Christians a few 
days before and assumed he’d brought these Gentiles past the dividing wall into an 
inner temple court. We pick this up in Acts 21:27 
 

Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid 
hands on him, crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching 
everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this place. Moreover, 
he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” Acts 
21:27-28 
 
…30 Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized 
Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 
31 And as they were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort 
that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers and centurions 
and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they 
stopped beating Paul. Acts 21:30–32 

 
See the hatred and hostility boil over in this incident. The crowds just needed a hint 
that Paul had taken a Gentile past the dividing wall before attempting to beat him to 
death.  
 
Now, this separation between Jew and Gentile is also a case study of most of the 
hatred and bloodshed seen through the ages. A culture, or tribe or faction will take 
what’s distinctive to them and elevated it to the supreme. They then use this to look 
down, oppress and hate on those who’re different. And it might be race - we’re 
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white so we hate those who aren’t; result separation and hostility. It might be in 
politics - we vote Green so despise those who vote Blue: result separation and 
hostility. It might be education - we’re educated so we look down on those who 
aren’t; result separation and hostility. It might be class - we’re working class, so we 
rail against factory owners and the like; result separation and hostility. I could go 
on. And we don’t need to go far in this world to see the animosity, suffering, the 
hatred that sees us in desperate need of reconciliation.  
 
II. What’s God’s solution 
But in all this God has a solution. For he does not leave us in separation and 
hostility. He has a plan. And, God directly addresses our separation in verse 13 and 
the hostility in verse 14. 
 
a. Separation 
 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. Ephesians 2:13 

 
You see, God’s plan is to bring those of us who were far, near. Near to God and 
near to his people. However, what about hostility? Bringing hostile people – like a 
freedom fighter and traitor - near each other is a recipe for war not peace, 
annihilation not reconciliation. That’s why we need verse 14. 
b. Hostility 
 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility. Ephesians 2:14 

 
God’s solution is for Jesus himself to be our, peace, our unity, the glue that holds 
us together, the mortar that keeps the stones in place. For he himself breaks down 
the dividing wall of hostility. The wall that separated Gentiles from God’s presence 
in the temple, the wall that separated Jew from Gentile, is broken down. Think of 
the Berlin wall and when that came down. From East and West Germans were now 
united and at peace with each other. No German border guards killing their own 
people. Hostilities between German folk ended when the wall was broken down. In 
a similar way Jesus has broken down the wall between Jew and Gentile. And with 
the wall broken hatred ceases. 
 
III. How did God bring this about? 
But how is this done. How does God bring us, who were separated and hostile, 
near and at peace? Well, it’s through Christ and his work on the cross. Notice in 
verse 13 we are brought near by Christ’s blood and then in verse 14 hostility is 
broken down by his flesh - his body. We are reconciled to each other by his blood 
and his body.  
 
This is made absolutely clear in verse 15 & 16 
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…that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility. Ephesians 2:15–16 

 
Here it is. God brings us near to each other, destroys our hatred for one another - 
how? By the cross - his body broken and his blood shed. And not only are we 
reconciled to God and each other by the cross, but we are created new - we born 
again! 
 
Application 
So, what are our take homes in all this? Well, as a church how good are we at not 
being separated and hostile to each other. In the positive how near are we to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ and are we at peace with one another. Are there 
friendships in our church that would never have happened if we weren’t Christ 
followers? Are their people from different backgrounds, cultures, experiences who 
worship, pray, serve and rejoice alongside each other? Can non church folk looking 
in be amazed at the reconciliation, unity and peace between folk who would 
normally have nothing in common or even previously hostile to each?  
 
Let us not be like a man once shipwrecked. On his rescue it was evident that not 
only was he resourceful but also religious and very devote. And so, on his small 
island he showed his rescuers two small huts he’d made. Both he said were 
churches. “Why two churches?” his puzzled rescuers asked. “Well’, replied the 
man,” One church is to attend and the other to avoid.”  
 
Contrasted with this, just a week or so ago I was in a room with two other Christians 
who I’d normally have nothing in common with and probably even avoided if it 
wasn’t for Christ in all our lives. And it was very, very good, a highlight of my week. 
 
So, let us make sure that our devotion to Christ is matched with a love for those he 
has called, even if normally we’d have nothing to do with them. This is the power of 
the Gospel on display, and the strongest of witnesses to those outside the church. 
 
And of course, this naturally leads us to the communion table. Where we take the 
body broken and the blood shed - not just to bring us near and remove hostility our 
with God but that we may also draw near to each other, in peace. For though our 
focus at the table is the joy of being reconciled to God - we take the body and blood 
shoulder to shoulder with those whom we have been reconciled with - our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Let’s pray 
 
 
 
 
 


