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PRAYING PSALM 2: A ROYAL PSALM     
10th January 2021 
Reading: Psalm 2:1-12 
 

There was a certain minister who’s just 
died and finds himself waiting in line to 
be judged and admitted into Heaven. 
While waiting he starts chatting to the 
person in front and asks what he used to 
do. The man replies, "I was a taxi driver 
in New York city.”  
 
While chatting, the angel standing at the 
gate calls out, “Next”, so the taxi driver 
steps up. The angel hands him a golden 
staff and some fine foods, including a selection of some cheeses and wine. A 
welcome pack. Very nice. Well, the taxi driver’s a little taken back but happily 
walks through the gates. 
 
Next the minister’s called. So, with anticipation he steps up to the angel. 
However, the angel hands him just a wooden staff and some bread and water. 
 
The minister’s not at all impressed and points out to the angel, "That guy was a 
taxi driver and gets a golden staff and other great stuff. I spent my entire life as a 
minister and get nothing! What’s up?” 
 
“Well”, the angel replies, "Up here we judge by results. Your people slept through 
your sermons but in this guy’s taxi, everyone prayed.” 

 
This morning’s my chance to redress the balance. Not only to keep you awake but 
to also encourage us all in prayer.  
 
You see, last week we started a short series on prayer. We saw that when praying 
from within the belly of a large fish Jonah drew upon the Psalms and so can we. 
Jonah had enrolled in God’s school of prayer where the Psalms were the 
curriculum. This made his prayers richer and deeper, more earnest, more heart felt 
and more authentic. We too can follow this track. We too can enroll in this school. 
In fact, my New Year’s challenge for 2021 is to read a Psalm a day and pray a 
Psalm a day. So, today we’re going to do this with Psalm 2. Not only will we open 
up the Psalm but also see how we can pray it for ourselves? 
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This will see us cover three things, an… 
I. Initial Reading 
II. Careful Reading: Royal theme 
III. Careful Reading: Fearing God 
 
Let’s pray 
 
I. Initial Reading 
When we pray a Psalm, we start with an initial reading. We read it a couple of 
times, at least once out loud, paying attention to what strikes us. I’ll read Psalm and 
as I do, what strikes you? 
 

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against 
his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords 
from us.”  
 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will 
speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have 
set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”  
 
I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, !You are my Son; today I have 
begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends 
of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash 
them in pieces like a potter"s vessel.”  
  
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the 
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you 
perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge 
in him. Psalm 2:1–12 

 
So, what struck you with this initial reading? 
 
For me there were three things: 
# Nations rage against God 
# God’s not worried at all 
# “Blessed are all who take refuge in him” 
 
Straight away we have some things we can pray. We can praise God that though 
the nations rage and shake their fist at him it’s no problem for him at all. This 
naturally leads to adoration and praise to our Heavenly Father as we remember 
that he has the “comings and goings” of all the nations in his hands. Also, there’s 
the promise of refuge. We can also ask him to show us how to take refuge in him 
and know what it is to be under his blessings. If we are going through a tough time, 
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or anxious, or fretting we can claim and hold onto his promise of refuge. If we have 
experienced his refuge, if we know it to be true, we have another reason to give him 
thanks. 
 
Now if we stop here, we’ve done well. Enrolled in God’s school of prayer we’ve 
used Psalm 2 to help us in our praying. We then move onto some combination of 
adoration, confession, thanksgiving and specific prayer needs. 
 
II. Careful Reading: Royal Theme 
However, there is more to be gained by further careful reading. So, let’s dig a little 
deeper so our prayers can also be deeper and richer.  
 
In our initial reading we would have noticed this was a royal Psalm - one involving 
the king. So straight away our radar goes up to how this applies to Jesus. 
 
In verse 2 we read “the rulers take counsel against the Lord and his Anointed”. We 
have two characters here, the Lord, our Heavenly Father and his anointed. Now in 
the original language the word “anointed” is… “messiah”. A very clear reference to 
Christ. And our Heavenly Father has something interesting things to say about his 
anointed one, the Messiah. 
 
a. The Messiah: The Lord’s Son 
First the Messiah is God’s own Son.  
 

The Lord said to me, !You are my Son; today I have begotten you.”  Psalm 2:7 
 
And of course, this echoed at Jesus baptism where a voice from heaven, God 
himself, declares as Jesus rises from the water, “This is my Son”. And again, at the 
Mount of Transfiguration as cloud enveloped Jesus and the disciples, God declared 
from the heavens, “This is my Son, whom I love”. 
 
However, the second phrase in verse 7 needs some explanation. The words, “today 
I have begotten you”. This calls into question the relationship between God the 
Father and God the Son. You see the Jehovah Witnesses’ and Mormons will point 
to this verse and another phrase used for Jesus, !firstborn” and challenge our 
understanding of the trinity. They say because Jesus was begotten and firstborn of 
creation then there was a time when Jesus was not with the Father. And because 
Jesus was created we must not worship him. 
 
However, the Bible shows us very clearly that terms “begotten” and “firstborn” don’t 
apply to creation but to the resurrection. Listen to Paul quote this very verse in Acts 
13. Paul is preaching in a Synagogue to Jewish folk trying to convince them that 
Jesus is the Messiah. In full flight Paul declares… 
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… by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, $%!You are my Son,  
today I have begotten you.%" And as for the fact that he raised him from the 
dead… Acts 13:33–34 

 
Notice how Paul references Jesus resurrection either side of the quote from Psalm 
2 - “by raising Jesus” and “he raised his from the dead”. This is why God can say in 
Psalm 2 “Today, (referring to Easter Sunday), I have begotten you”. 
 
Revelation 1:5 is helpful here… 
 

Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings 
on earth. Revelation 1:5 

 
Jesus is begotten because he is the firstborn from the dead. Revelation 1:5 also 
happens to lead us into the next thing we learn from Psalm 2 about God’s Anointed, 
the Messiah. We are told that Jesus is the “ruler of the kings of the earth”. We see it 
in Revlation 1:5 and on Psalm 2:8-9 
 
b. The Messiah: Ruler of the nations 
 

“I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter"s 
vessel.” Psalm 2:8–9 

 
Picking up on the “rod of iron”, a number of translations use the phrase “scepter of 
iron”. Scepter is the royal symbol of authority and judgment, while iron was the 
strongest metal known in Biblical days. It’s only Jesus who’s portrayed in the Bible 
as the holder of the iron scepter. It is only Jesus who has the power to rule and 
judge all nations.  Again, Revelation picks up on this image of the Messiah and the 
scepter… 
 

And he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in 
pieces.  Revelation 2:27 
 
She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron. Revelation 12:5 
 
From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and 
he will rule them with a rod of iron. Revelation 19:15 

 
So, back to Psalm 2 where we learn that God’s Anointed is not only God’s Son but 
will rule and judge all nations.  
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Now how does this help our praying? Well, not only does this increase our 
understanding of Jesus – we know him better - but it bolsters our confidence in him 
as we see him fulfilling was written about him hundreds of years earlier. This in turn 
deepens our prayer as we worship Jesus, God’s Son and ruler and judge of all 
nations. 
 
III. Careful Reading: Fearing God 
Now, another thing I noticed on a careful reading of Psalm 2 was the place of fear. 
Did you notice this in verse 11? 
 

Serve the Lord with fear. Psalm 2:11a 
 
So, I was thinking, "Is there a place for fear in our walk with God and in particular in 
our prayers”. And some people will say no. There’s no place for fear now that Christ 
has come. They then point to 1 John 4:18 
 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment. 1 John 4:18 

 
And this is a wonderful freedom of the Gospel. Because God loves us, because 
Christ died for us, because the Holy Spirit is in us, then judgment has no fear for us. 
Like everyone we will be judged but because Christ has taken our judgment on 
himself, we are not only spared but welcomed into everlasting and abundant life. So 
when it comes to punishment those who look to Jesus have no fear. 
 
However, the fear of the Lord much more nuanced than this. There is a place – an 
important place for fearing God – even as loved children. Listen to the second part 
of Psalm 2:11 
 

Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Psalm 2:11 
 
When Jesus comes to judge the living and dead, when each person comes face to 
face with Christ in all his glory, there will one of two reactions: 
 
For some it will be fear. For those who have rejected God’s anointed this fear will 
be terrifying as punishment awaits. Exactly what Psalm 2 is warning the nations 
about. 
 
However, there is a second possible response. For others, for those who accept 
Christ, who love him who first loved us, there will also be fear - but it will be a 
“trembling with joy” sort of fear. “Awe” is probably a better word for those look to 
Jesus. 
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Let me give an example to help here. Suppose you’re tramping in Fiordland and 
skirting the side of a range when you round a corner and - well it takes your breath 
away. There before you is a steep gorge flanked by majestic mountain vistas. It’s 
breath taking. You’re in awe. And then you see the swing bridge you have to cross? 
And it’s small and well… it swings. And the drop is deep but there’s no other option. 
So, with more than a little trembling - and for keen trampers, they’d would say 
trembling mixed with joy - you cross. Now, why the nervousness? Because what 
causes awe is also dangerous.  Yes, what causes awe can also take our life. Now, 
we trust the engineers who designed and built the bridge - but it doesn’t stop the 
trembling. And, goodness me, experiencing the vista, accounts for the joy. 
 
And it’s similar with God - to see him in his holiness - even a glimpse - is a fearful 
thing. Why? Because of his beauty and holiness  but also he’s dangerous. He’s not 
safe. But because of Christ and his work on the cross, then this fear is much more 
a sense of awe, mixed with a trembling joy. 
 

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, 
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible… 1 Peter 1:8 

 
If we have such joy now, before we’ve seen him face to face - imagine both the awe 
and wonder when we look into his face, see his scars, feel his wounds! Trembling 
joy. Awe. Wonder, And the deepest of deep thankfulness. 
 
And I spend time clarifying the “fear of the Lord” now because as we pray through 
the Psalms and read the Bible in general from time to time we’ll come across an 
encouragement to fear the Lord. When you do, don’t think punishment - unless 
you’ve turned your back on him. No, think deep, from the gut awe, with a bit of 
trembling. A trembling not anticipating of punishment but appreciating a Holy God 
who gave everything up out of love for us. 
 
Now let’s bring this together. What have we looked at today? Well, to encourage 
you to read a Psalm a day and pray a Psalm a day we’ve opened up Psalm 2. 
We’ve seen how an initial reading can guide our prayers. We praise God that 
though the nations fuss and rage and carry-on God has it all in hand. And as we 
pray, we take refuge in the Living God and experience his blessing. 
 
Then with a closer reading we picked up on the royal theme where the reference to 
the God’s anointed points us to Jesus who is Christ, the Messiah. And not only is 
Jesus God’s own Son but he will rule the nations with an iron rod, an iron scepter. 
Because of this our prayer moves to praise and increasing confidence into the one 
to whom we pray. 
 
And finally, we’ve picked up on what it means to fear God. That sense of awe 
before a Holy God that’s balanced with great joy as we throw ourselves on the 
mercy of Jesus, our only hope and great delight. Let’s pray 


