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GOD’S MARVELLOUS PLAN      
24th May 2020 
Readings: Genesis 50:15 &18-21; Ephesians 1:9-12 
 
Is there a plan for human history? Is there a blueprint we can unroll to see how far 
it’s come along, how much is left to go and what it’ll all look like when it’s finished? 
Or as one generation passes the baton onto another is it just chasing the wind? Will 
all human endeavour eventually fade away, self-destruct or… be fulfilled beyond 
our imagination? Well these are the sort of questions our passage in Ephesians 
covers. In fact, in just four short verses we’ll see… 
 
I. There is a plan 
 
II. There is a universal plan 
 
III. Christ is this universal plan 
 
Let’s pray 
 
As we start, I’d like to acknowledge that this message draws upon a sermon by Tim 
Keller. I liked the way he dealt with this passage and so I’ve adopted his three-tier 
structure and one or two of his points. 
 
I. There is a plan 
So, is there a plan? Many people think not. When it comes to human history many 
people agree with Shakespeare’s Macbeth:  
 

Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
And then is heard no more. It is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing. 

 
I think we can all relate to that last sentence - human history at times feels like “a 
tale told by an idiot, fill of sound and fury, signifying nothing”. 
 
And this idea that there’s no plan is reflected in modern thought, especially those 
who hold to a secular world view. Now we understand the appeal. A life with no 
divine purpose means no God to interfere with our plans. No need to worry about 
pesky morals and a God of high standards and the like. They are content with a 
brief nod to science and education to explain all the big questions and they carry 
on. However, few do the hard work of thinking through a life with no divine purpose. 
An exception would be Bertrand Russell a 20th century mathematician and 
philosopher who wrote… 
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If you accept the ordinary laws of science, you have to suppose that human life 
and life in general on this planet will die out in due course; at a certain stage of 
decay you get the sort of conditions of temperature and so forth which are 
suitable to protoplasm, and there is life for a short time in the life of the whole 
solar system. You see in the moon the sort of thing to which the earth is tending -  
something dead, cold, and lifeless…  
 

His logic is accurate. If human existence is due to a random coalition of events and 
nothing more then our history is likewise random - ultimately with no meaning. Any 
significance we attach to our lives and achievements is completely false. For all will 
be forgotten in two, three, certainly four generations. All we are, all we strive for, will 
eventually turn to dust. Or “something dead, cold and lifeless” as Bertrand puts it.  
He goes on to write… 

 
Only within the scaffolding of these truths, only on the firm foundation of 
unyielding despair, can the soul’s habitation henceforth be safely built 

 
Very cheery! So, whether it be McBeth or a secularist with the courage to think 
through his convictions, both claim there is no plan. That any joy, any purpose, any 
sense of legacy will ultimately turn to dust and therefore pointless. 
 
Not so the Bible. The Bible makes it clear there is a plan. And we see this three 
times in our Ephesian’s passage. 
 
In verse 10 we have the phrase “when the times will have reached their fulfilment”. 
Yes, time has sense of direction, of purpose, of a plan. 
 
In verse 11 we see, “In him we were also chosen… according to the plan of him”  
 
Yes, there is a divine plan. A few words later we read, “the purpose of his will” 
 
So, the Bible is clear. God has a “plan”, with a “purpose” that will be “fulfilled”.  
 
Now some folk may think, “Well no surprises here. Everyone I know has plans. 
Granted some plans are vague and some plans are all talk, but everyone has plans 
of some sort. And so, if there’s a God I suppose he or she has their own plans - and 
good on them”. 
 
Ah, yes - but the Bible tells us that God’s plan, his purpose, his will is universal and 
impacts you and I 
 
II. There is a universal plan 
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Now this is something to make us sit up and take notice. You see, a God with a 
plan, well I can ignore that. But a God with a plan that involves me… I’m not sure I 
like this. And I certainly wasn’t asked”. 
 
Fair enough objection. So, let’s see where the Bible says the plan is universal. Look 
at verse 10. The plan is “to bring all things in heaven and on earth together”. All 
things. That’s a pretty big scope! And notice that it’s not just “all things” but “all 
things in heaven and earth”. Let’s pause for a moment and consider… ALL things in 
heaven and earth. Not just a certain group of people, not just a nation like the Jews 
but all people everywhere are part of God’s plan. And what’s more every living 
being in the spiritual realm is included. And not just living things but creation itself. 
Yes, all things will be brought together as part of God’s plan. That’s what I call 
universal! 
 
And as I was pondering all this, I was thinking it’s all a bit abstract. Can I reign it in 
a bit? Can we focus on a part of God’s plan that we can handle, so to get an idea of 
how grand and universal his purpose is? This led me to Joseph’s story that we find 
at the end of Genesis.  
 
As a teenager Joseph was sold by his brothers to be a slave in Egypt. But God was 
with Joseph, who rises a place of prominence before being falsely accused and 
thrown into prison. God continues to be with Joseph, who again rises in 
prominence. However, after being thrown a false hope of freedom he languishes for 
two more years before God’s plan sees Joseph appointed Prime Minister, second 
only to Pharaoh. Meanwhile his family fares no better. Jacob, his dad, continues to 
play favourites with his sons, which is what got Joseph into trouble in the first place. 
The oldest brother had already slept with his stepmother and another sleeps with 
his daughter-in-law.  
 
And then a severe famine strikes - one the Bible makes clear is part of God’s plan. 
So some 20 years after the betrayal famine drives the brothers to Egypt where they 
do not even recognise the chief distributer of food as their bother. And there is 
testing of the brothers and Judah offers his life for that of the youngest and finally 
all is revealed. The family is not only saved from starvation but reconciled - father 
with son, brother with siblings.  
 
And key for us today is this is not only does the Bible make it clear that God had a 
plan for Joseph, but this plan was part of a much grander universal plan. For earlier 
in Genesis God promised Joseph’s great grandfather Abraham that a descendant 
would bless all the nations. And we see this here. Through interpreting dreams and 
managing the seven years of plenty Joseph not only saved his family but also 
Egypt and the surrounding nations. Without this descendant of Abraham, nations 
would not have survived but starved. God’s plan we thought was just for Joseph 
turns out to much more universal - it was to bless the nations.  
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But there’s more. For these events point generations into the future when Jesus, 
the descendant of Abraham, would ultimately stand at the right of the King, forgive 
those who betrayed him and bless all nations. See the big picture. See, how 
wonderful and universal God’s plan is. God saves a family, he saves the nations 
and ultimately saves you and I. We are brought together in Christ. And we get this 
just from one story in the Bible - Joseph’s story. 
 
And there’s even more in this Ephesian passage for us Because we see not only is 
there a plan and that it’s universal, but Christ is this plan 
 
III. Christ is this universal plan 
And we see Christ as the focus in verses 9 and 10 
 

And he made known to us the mystery of his will… which he purposed in Christ. 
Ephesians 1:9 

 
God’s will, his great and universal plan, is purposed in Christ. And again, in verse 
10 
 

… to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even 
Christ. Ephesians 1:10 

 
All things, including all things in heaven and earth, will be brought together in 
Christ. He is the master focus of God’s plan. All things will come together - are 
coming together - because of what Jesus did on the cross, for his glory.  
 
And all this leads to a very important question. Why do all things need to be brought 
together? Well, it’s because all things - all things in heaven and earth - have been 
torn apart. 
 
And we see this in Genesis 3. When Adam and Eve rebelled in the garden their 
relationship with God, and each other, was torn. We see this in their eviction from 
the garden - torn from God’s presence. We also see it with the murder of Abel by 
his brother - torn apart from each other - and a family estranged. And ever since the 
fall there’s been a deep longing within every human heart to be restored to God and 
restored to one another other - to be brought together. 
 
And creation itself was torn at the fall. And creation longs to be brought together. 
Creation is longing for the great reversal. Listen to this cluster of verses in Romans 
8. Verse 19, “creation waits in eager expectation” … verse 20 “creation was subject 
to frustration” … verse 22 creation “has been groaning as in pains of childbirth”. But 
- all this will be reversed when Christ brings all things together. Verse 21 - for  
 

… creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. Romans 8:21 
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See how Christ will pull together all things - the children of God and all of creation - 
in the universal plan of God. For what Adam and Eve tore apart at the fall, God is 
bringing together in Christ. 
 
And all this brings us to the consider the implications, the take homes, for today.  
 
1. We cannot avoid the plan  
We haven't the option of letting God have his plan, we have ours and never the 
twain shall meet. While it is perfectly feasible for you to have you a plan and the 
person next you a very different plan and they don’t impact each other, this isn’t so 
with God. You see without Christ at the centre of our plans we will always be 
conflict with God’s plan. We will be resisting the universal plan that bring all things 
together under Jesus.  
 
Let me give you an example. It’s common for some church folk to have Jesus just 
as an add on. It goes something like this. “Yes, I’ve a dream - it’s to be the best in 
my field and regional manager by the time I’m 40. I also have a step by step plan to 
make it happen. It’s a good plan but if I have to neglect my marriage, cut corners, 
bend the truth, lie on my CV, make others look bad so I look better - so be it.  Oh, 
and I’ll go to church so God can bless my plan”. No, that’s not how it’s supposed to 
work. Because Jesus is bringing all things together, he cannot be ignored from our 
plans. He cannot merely be an “add on” 
 
2. We are invited into the plan 
But this brings us to the second take home. God invites us to join our plan to his 
plan. We are never happier than when our plans align and intertwine - to be pulled 
together in Christ. 
 
So, we may still have the same dream of being regional manager by age 40 but our 
plan now becomes Christ centred and not me centred. Instead of “Bless my plans” 
it’s “Lord, this is my dream. If it’s your will, help make it happen. Lord this is my next 
step. Is it right with you?” All the while following principles of integrity, hard work 
and looking out for others guide your steps as well as being open to God changing 
our dream. This is what it means to line up and intertwine our plans with God’s 
universal plan.  
 
And like Joseph we are so frustrated at God’s slow time frame. Joseph was thirteen 
years a slave and then prisoner - come on God. What’s that about? And our 
prayers are similar. “Lord, aren’t these good plans. While let’s clip along then”. But 
no. God has his timing.  
 
Look at Joseph and his character - he spoiled, indulged and a little full of himself. 
Now, no one changes character just by being told. You can imagine a beloved 
uncle explaining a few home truths and the young, indulged, full of himself Joseph 



 

6/6 
Rev Douglas Bradley 

Cromwell & Districts Presbyterian Church 

learning nothing. That’s how we all are aren’t we? Some things - important things - 
we can’t be told but must be shown. So, thirteen years a slave and in prison and 
Joseph is shown, not told. And he comes out as an amazing, God centred, man of 
character. That’s how God pulls together what’s been pulled apart. Our plans 
aligning with his, for God’s glory. 
 
Now, sometimes our plans and God’s align and it’s smooth sailing - sometimes. But 
often we have our plans, but God molds and shapes, knocks off the rough edges, 
sometimes turning them inside out and upside down - like Joseph. But all this is so 
we can move from being torn apart to being brought together, 
 
3. Let us not waste the plan 
And our final take home is not to waste our opportunity to align with Christ. For it’s 
as we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, that our plans 
align and intertwine, and we’re pulled together and made whole. You see on the 
first Good Friday after falsely accused and found guilty in a mock trial, soldiers led 
Jesus away to be scourged. Archaeological evidence suggests the whip was made 
of three cords interlaced with fragments of bone or shards of pottery. And as each 
cord struck the bone fragments gripped and the pottery shards tore, and Christ’s 
back was literary torn apart. Christ was willingly torn apart so you and I could be 
brought back together… 
 
So, what have looked at today. Three things: We’ve seen that though many believe 
otherwise, there is a plan to human history. Secondly, we’ve seen that this plan is 
universal and involves bringing together everything in heaven and earth. And 
finally, we’ve seen that Christ is this universal plan. That he takes what was - and 
what is - torn apart and bringing it together makes all things whole. 


