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HOPE IS IN THE LAND      
9th February 2020 
Readings: Jeremiah 32:6-8; 24-25; 36-41 
 
God asks us to do some daft things at times. Don’t 
you think? Like “throw common sense out the 
window” daft. Take Jackie Pullinger – though a bit 
extreme, she’s a good example. You may have 
heard of her story. She wanted to be a missionary 
but was turned down by every organisation she 
approached. She was 22, single, with a music 
degree and absolutely no experience. So, she went 
to her minister for advice - who I think was equally 
daft. “Jackie” he said, “buy a ticket for a boat going 
as far as you can afford. Then pray when to get off.” 
What sort of advice is that! 
 
Anyway, in a dream Jackie felt God calling her towards Hong Kong. So, following her 
minister’s advice and this Godly nudge she booked a one-way ticket to Hong Kong. Upon 
arrival with just $10 in hand immigration only allowed her in because of a distant relative 
who happened to be a local police officer. There she was – 22 years young, in 1960’s 
Hong Kong with no money, no support and no idea where to start.1 What was God 
thinking? Sometimes God ask’s people to do some daft things. 
 
And, it’s much like this for Jeremiah. God impressed on him to buy the most useless land 
you can imagine. In real estate terms it was just plain daft. However, when Jeremiah asks 
God what’s it all about, he receives an answer full of grace and wonder that has 
implications for us today.  
 
Let’s pray 
 
Now, we pick up Jeremiah’s story in chapter 32 with Jeremiah prisoner of the king. Why 
prisoner? Well, the king of Babylon is besieging Jerusalem again. Seven years earlier 
Nebuchadnezzar had conquered the city, set up a puppet king and started extracting large 
taxes. Eventually this puppet king rebels, refuses to pay taxes and declares Israel a free 
nation. Nebuchadnezzar will have none of this so he leads out his army, retakes the 
country with just the city of Jerusalem holding out. With its natural and man-made 
defenses Nebuchadnezzar was confident in a prolonged siege – as had worked seven 
years earlier. 
 
Now during this siege Jeremiah instructs people to surrender because this siege was 
God’s judgment. For years Jeremiah had warned that if they continued worshiping idols 
and disregarding God’s laws then God would send the Babylonians - and here they were, 
at the gates. However, in the king’s mind Jeremiah was committing treason, so had him 
arrested and imprisoned. 
 

 
1 https://thecomingrevival.com/jackie-pullinger/ 
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However, God’s Word easily bypasses cell walls, as we read in verse 6 
 

Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle 
is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative 
it is your right and duty to buy it.’” Jeremiah 32:6–7 

 
God’s giving Jeremiah the heads up, “Your cousin’s about to walk through these doors 
and offer you his land. You’re the closest relative, so buy it”. Now there’s a background 
here? God’s law made it clear that land was to stay within a family as much as possible. 
So, if a landowner had to sell to pay off debt or for some other reason then a family 
member must buy it. There was a term for this - kinsman redeemer. And Jeremiah was to 
be the kinsman redeemer for his cousin. The problem is it’s such a bad deal. The land is 
unusable. Anyway, without delay Jeremiah’s cousin arrives, verse 8 
 

“Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it 
and possess it, buy it for yourself.’ “Jeremiah 32:8 

 
Though he does not understand, Jeremiah does not delay. He’s obedient, as we see in the 
rest of verse 8… 
 

“I knew that this was the word of the Lord; so I bought the field at Anathoth from my 
cousin Hanamel and weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver.” 2 Jeremiah 32:8–
9 

 
Now, I’ve mentioned this transaction doesn’t make sense - it’s bonkers, it’s daft. Why? 
Because the land had already being occupied by the Babylonians. As occupiers they 
would confiscate land and either keep it for themselves or give it to their cronies. So, 
although Jeremiah legally owned the land what good was it with him in prison, in a 
besieged city and with it already confiscated. In uncertain days cash was king, not land. 
So, why waste money! It was a daft thing to do. What’s God thinking? 
 
And Jeremiah’s no fool. He knows he’s thrown good money after bad real estate. So, 
Jeremiah is up front with God as we see in his prayer in verses 16-25. Now this prayer has 
a simple movement. Much praise and then the land. Jeremiah describes at least fifteen 
wonderful characteristics and powerful deeds of God, verse 17… 
 

Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 
outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. You show love to thousands… Jeremiah 
32:17–18 

 
On and on he goes – praising God. And this is all by way of a long, respectful introduction 
to the last sentence of the prayer where Jeremiah brings up the land - vs 25 
 

 
2 Interestingly, there follows a couple of paragraphs of the legal process concluding with the title deed the 
being sealed in a clay jar. Now, such deeds and other documents stored in clay jars in the dry Mediterranean 
climate have been found intact even after more than 2,000 years - think Dead Sea scrolls. 
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“And though the city will be handed over to the Babylonians, you, O Sovereign Lord, 
say to me, ‘Buy the field with silver and have the transaction witnessed.” Jeremiah 
32:25 

 
 
Jeremiah’s a little indirect here but his sentiment is something like this, “Lord, you’re 
amazing. Nothing is too difficult for you. You even have the Babylonians besieging the city, 
just as you said you - but why make me buy this useless land?” 
 
And God’s reply is full of mercy and grace. God reminds Jeremiah - not that he’s forgotten 
- but he reminds Jeremiah that the siege and eventual destruction of Jerusalem is 
deserved. His people have provoked God with idol worship, oppressing the poor, forsaking 
his Word - and even sacrificing their children to idols. No wonder God’s judgement is at the 
door and thoroughly deserved. However, although God’s people deserve no quarter, no 
mercy - surprise surprise - after judgment God will show his favour.  God will pour out his 
undeserved favour… from verse 38 
 

They will be my people, and I will be their God. I will give them singleness of heart and 
action, so that they will always fear me for their own good and the good of their children 
after them. I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to 
them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. I will 
rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart 
and soul. Jeremiah 32:38–41 
 

Notice that all this outpouring of God’s goodness is based on what Jeremiah calls an 
“everlasting covenant”. So, judgment first and everlasting covenant to follow. Now, in our 
last sermon in Jeremiah we went into this new covenant in detail and so a quick recap is 
helpful. 
 
A covenant is a legal agreement between two parties that have stipulations and 
consequences if broken. However, unlike a purely legal arrangement God’s covenants 
involve warmth and affection on his side. Think marriage covenant rather than a housing 
covenant associated with a subdivision. 
 
In the Bible there are four covenants before the new, everlasting and final covenant 
Jeremiah refers to here. Of these old covenants it the one between Moses and God’s 
people that is at issue here. In this covenant God promised to dwell with his people and 
bless them in return for their worshipping and following him. And the symbol of this 
covenant is the law. 
 
Sadly, time and time again God’s people broke this covenant. God continued to send 
prophets but invitation after invitation was refused until this day when his people were 
even sacrificing children! So, God’s judgment of destroying Jerusalem and the temple is at 
the hands of the Babylonians is no surprise and just. However, God’s offer of an 
everlasting covenant is a total surprise. And it’s a different covenant because at its heart 
lies internal transformation. God will turn the people’s hearts to him and his ways. Yes, 
they will delight to follow him and he will delight to bless them as a loving father delights to 
do good to his children. Verse 40… 
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I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and 
I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. I will rejoice in 
doing them good… Jeremiah 32:40-41 

 
And praise God we live in the time of this new covenant. The covenant Jeremiah 
proclaimed, longed for but never saw is open to you and I. For we read in Luke 22:19 
 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. Luke 22:19–20 

 
And so, this whole passage in Jeremiah helps us understand the everlasting covenant that 
we’re under. How? Well, in Jeremiah’s day God’s judgment fell heavily on his people. They 
had rejected his ways descending into sin and rebellion in ways too horrible to describe. 
But after judgement would come a new and everlasting covenant, where hearts would 
change, God’s ways followed and his blessings flow.  
 
And here’s the connection with us. For the Bible makes it clear that we are like the 
Israelites under siege. We have all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Not one 
of us has clean hands or a pure heart. Not one of us can stand before the Holy God. Our 
hearts are stained, black and without hope. Yes, we too deserve God’s heavy hand of 
judgment that must fall hard and swift and true upon us except… if it were not for… what? 
If it were not for Christ. You see God’s hand of judgment fell without restraint, with full 
force, not on us as we deserve, but on Christ on that first Good Friday 
 
Listen to the words of the prophet Isaiah writing centuries before Jesus… Isaiah 53:4 
 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. Isaiah 53:4–5 

 
For, at the last supper Jesus signaled the new covenant with the bread and the cup and 
then on Good Friday inaugurated this everlasting convent with his body broken and his 
blood spilt. God’s judgment, the punishment that brought us peace fell upon Christ. Why? 
So, we can enter into the new, everlasting covenant, with blessing upon blessing… 
 
But what about the land? Getting back to Jeremiah, why buy the land? Well, it was a 
powerful symbol to God’s mercy, verse 44… 
 

Fields will be bought for silver, and deeds will be signed, sealed and witnessed in the 
territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem, in the towns of Judah and in the 
towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, because I will restore 
their fortunes, declares the Lord. Jeremiah 32:44. 
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The occupied and useless land was purchased to show that God would one day reverse 
their fortunes. Here we have God’s reason for Jeremiah’s daft real estate deal. Land would 
again be bought and sold in a time of peace and prosperity. 
 
So, Jeremiah would continue to preach the total destruction of Jerusalem. And God’s 
people would rightfully ask, “Why then have you brought a field if the Babylonians have 
occupied it?”  Then Jeremiah’s reply would along these lines, “Because after God’s 
judgment there will be new covenant with times of peace and prosperity you don’t deserve. 
So, turn to God now while you have time.” Indeed, putting his money where his mouth was 
in buying the land was a strong witness to sceptics and mockers and a powerful incentive 
for God’s people to hope. 
 
And what of us? What are we to make of this? What are our take homes? Three things 
briefly…  
 
a. God’s Word Cannot Be Imprisoned 
You can throw God’s servant into prison, but you cannot imprison God’s Word. The King 
put Jeremiah in jail but the prophet still received God’s Word. God’s Word got past prison 
walls, coming in with equal ease as going out. It’s the same today. Both Satan and the 
world attempt to lock up and lock away God’s Word but where God’s servants remain 
faithful and true, God’s Word always gets through.  
 
b. Model Prayer 
Secondly, we see a model prayer. Now there are number of prayers modelled in the Bible 
- the Lord’s Prayer, many Psalms and a number in the book of Acts. Here, Jeremiah 
models another example. One that encourages us to bring our questions and frustrations 
to the throne of God. But we note that Jeremiah spent most of his prayer dwelling on 
God’s character and acts of goodness before any anxious questions. We do well to follow 
this example of much time praising God for who he is and his great goodness before 
moving onto our questions and angst. 
 
c. Obey before understanding 
And finally, we are reminded of a key principle of faith: obey first and then understanding 
follows. Have you heard this before? Understanding follows once we obey. From the get-
go Jeremiah knew the land deal was stupid and wondered why. Yet God’s Word was 
clear, so he obeyed before he understood. Notice it was only after he stepped out in faith 
that God revealed his purpose.  
 
Now, many of us are the opposite. We will not obey until we understand. We want 
everything mapped out, with “I’s” dotted the “T’s” crossed. But there are times when this is 
not God’s way for us. Think of Jackie Pullinger, who sensing a strong call to the mission 
field, obeyed long before she knew why. She went not understanding why. It was only 
after her obedience that it became clear. For in Hong Kong she developed a powerful 
ministry setting drug addicts free and releasing women trapped in prostitution. Like 
Jeremiah, she obeyed even when it appeared daft, and only after did she understand. 
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And so, this is our final challenge for this morning. If we persist in our topsy turvy 
insistence of understanding before obeying, we will never grow in faith. However, if we 
obey God’s Word, even when it appears daft God will not only build our faith but transform 
lives – those of others and ourselves. Let’s pray. 
 
 


